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Adversity builds character. Failure reveals
it. Anyone who has experienced any form
of stress usually comes out stronger, harder
and better. In school, we constantly hear
the rallying cry of fellow schoolmates, ‘Do
your best! Don't give up!’ Students shouting
across the basketball court, encouraging
each other to look forward no matter what
obstacles lay before them.

In March of 2022, Hong Kong faced the
largest obstacle in its history. The medical
storm brewing since February was brought
on by the gushing winds of Omicron. The
virus flowed through every nook and cranny
of our society. Tossing our school and
families around. Turning our lives upside
down with illnesses. This storm not only
threatened to bring us down, but it was also
capable of drowning Hongkongers with
negative thoughts and depression. This
storm raised fears.

The Lord said in Isaiah 41:10:
Fear not, for | am with you;
Be not dismayed, for | am your God.
| will strengthen you,
Yes, | will help you,
| will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’

The Bible comforts us with God’s assurances
and promises. God provided Noah with a
promise after the floods, a sign of hope:
a rainbow. As the word implies, this
‘bow’(God’s promise) can only appear after
‘rain’(a storm) has stopped. The deal with
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God is simple: we must go through a storm
before we get a chance to see a rainbow.

In this month’s issue, we will get a chance to
meet 3 people who have ventured overseas
to further their education: Ms. Heidi Wong,
Ms. Daisy Chan, and myselF. Each one of
us has faced personal hardships when we
had to learn to adjust and adapt to our new
environments. Allow us to bring you on a
journey outside the shores of Hong Kong
while we reminisce on our past and share
how our experiences help us with our lives
today.

Do not allow sadness to shape our lives.
Have trust and know that God will clear
each storm we face and help us emerge
out of any difficulty. Teachers and students
all hold dearly to our hearts the quality of
determination and perseverance. Life is a
constant grind and academia is the perfect
analogy for life’s constant struggle.

For example, | believe, if you succeed in
a weekly Maths quiz, do well for a simple
English dictation, or just win verbal praises
from your teachers for your art homework,
all these represent success. Accumulating
these little successes will translate into a
habit of determination. Therefore, walk
forward, always trying and never giving up,
with grit and determination. One day, you
will overcome all your troubles and see a

rainbow waiting for you.
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(From left to right) Miss Yu Wah Kei, F. 4C Li Ka Ho, F. 4C Lo Tin Lok, F. 5B Lee Sze Yuen, Dr Lee,

A Corner in Dr Lee's office
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F. 4A Li Yin Wai, F. 4D Chan Nga Ki, F. 4A Chen Ming Kin, Miss Li Sze Wai

Curious about our Principal Dr Lee Yeung

Chun’s early days in Canada for his

Bachelor’s Degree course, we met him
again in early June at his office. It is a cosy
place which features numerous ornaments
of owls, which symbolise wisdom and
knowledge. Opening his door, Dr Lee
welcomed us with an encouraging smile.
He knew what we needed exactly at that
moment. Though feeling anxious, we
longed for his amazing stories which took
place in this English-speaking country. What
would it be like to live alone in a place which

is more than 10,000 km away from home?

Leaving home for the first time

‘'l remembered when | first arrived in Canada, it
was January, in the winter. Looking down from
the airplane window, | could only see one color—
white,” Dr Lee described the stunning view
composedly. However, he didn't feel good, as he
left behind his family and friends, went overseas
alone. He had to carry two pieces of huge luggage,
pass through the customs and check in again for
another domestic flight for Manitoba, which is
a central province in Canada, by himselF. When
he stepped out of the airport, the flatland city
was nearly -20 degree Celsius. 'It's cold,” Dr Lee
continued, ‘but this is life in Canada. We don't even
need any freezers! Because of the long winter,
Canadians treasure summertime very much.’

Although Canada is extremely freezing, it is more
affordable for middle-class students than the United
Kingdom and the United States. Dr Lee chose
Manitoba but not Vancouver or Toronto because of
its lower costs of living. Another reason is he could
polish up his English skills by surrounding himself
with fewer Chinese students in the area.

‘I tried to brush up my English before flying
abroad, but now | think it's useless,’ Dr Lee laughed.
'It's too late! If you want to improve your language
skills, start from today, not two months before
you get onto the plane!” He even tried to equip
himself with some North American slang, which
was not easy though. Other than preparing himself
psychologically, he packed his luggage with a new
walkman, some warm items of clothing like down
jackets and surprisingly, many batteries. ‘Someone
told me batteries were expensive in Canada,’ Dr Lee
recalled. Itis still true now.
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Unforgettable moments in Canada

Moving to a country an ocean away is
challenging as you need to be self-reliant. Dr
Lee expressed that he had to cook and do
groceries, which were new to him. He can
still recount the typical items he purchased
from the routine he repeated decades ago.
‘Chicken breasts, chicken thighs, chicken
wings,’ the Principal recited, 'l bought them
because they were cheap.’

Dr Lee further described his happy yert
worrying experience installing a telephone,
setting up a bank account and handling a
huge amount of money. Facing an unfamiliar
situation all by yourself can be an exciting
adventure; nevertheless, independence is an
essential skill to learn. This is the daily life of
settling in a foreign community.

Canadian society is different from Hong
Kong'’s. ‘Everyone is so friendly. When you
walk toward a door, Canadians will hold
it and wait for you to come; but in Hong
Kong, you just wait for someone else to
open the door for you!” Dr Lee giggled.
‘You feel safe in Canada,’ he added. The
Principal continued to examine more of the
contrasting culture of the two regions. One
observation he mentioned was the distinct
habit of drinking wine. ‘Chinese people like
sitting together drinking over and over. But
not for Canadians. They’ll spend the whole
evening drinking slowly,” he compared, ‘[as]
they really taste and enjoy the wine.’ Chinese
people, according to his observation, tend
to drink while enjoying moments being
together.

Dr Lee has met diverse groups of people,
from his African roommate to his
Singaporean and Malaysian friends, who
impacted his life to various degrees. Despite
this, one person undoubtedly opened a
new chapter in the headmaster’s life. ‘| met
my first girlfriend during my [final] year of
studies at university. She was from Vietnam
and was 3-4 years older than me,’ he
chuckled. During the graduation ceremony,
the young man introduced his partner to
his mother. ‘She turned her eyes away just
because of one simple reason - my girlfriend
was older than me,” Dr Lee said firmly that
age never concerns him in a relationship. His
companion helped him go through many
difficulties. The year they spent together was
full of lovely moments. Although they broke

A character-huilding trip

Dr Lee’s trip to Canada has turned him into
a tougher and more adventurous person.
‘I've been more eager to take risks and
challenges. That’s why | departed from my
role as a Vice-Principal at my alma mater
and became the Principal of CCC Ming Kei
College,’ Dr Lee explained. Four years later,
he asked for a transferral from the previous
school to CCC MingYin College to see how he
could make an influence here. He hopes that
students and teachers share constructive
opinions with one another openly.

Invited to give useful advice to students
who are interested in studying overseas,
Dr Lee pondered before uttering his words.
‘'l had to go through long and chilling
winters all by myself and it was difficult to
get encouragement.’ He states that it is
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up eventually, Dr Lee is still thankful for her
existence. Now he keeps his mind open to
the age and race of the potential spouse of
his teenage children. It is perfectly fine if his
son wants to marry a girl older than him. He
also doesn’t mind if his daughter’s boyfriend
is a non-Chinese.

important to motivate yourself and manage
yourselF. ‘You shouldn’t be afraid of failing
as long as you reflect on yourself and stand
up again. It takes courage to make progress
and reach perfection.” He strongly believes
that positive attitude, like time management
skills, can be taught and trained.

‘No one will be well prepared to move
overseas. My advice for students who plan
to study abroad is that you must have a
clear goal to guide you,” emphasised Dr
Lee. ‘Everyone has different destinations
and no one knows if your goal will come
true, but it is still important to maintain a
good attitude.’ Dr Lee thinks that students
shouldn’t be scared of moving on to their
next goals, since that is the key to success in

the long run. n
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Quick-fire questions with Dr Lee

1. Homestay family or Dormitory?
2. Christmas or Chinese New Year?

. Train or Private vehicle (bike/car)?

3
4. Niagara Falls or Rocky Mountains?
5. Canadian food or Chinese food?

*Check out Dr Lee’s choices at the end of this article!
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(From left to right) F. 4B Wong Wing Yan, F. 4B Guan Nga Yan, F. 4C Lee Tsz Yan, Ms Wong,
F. 4C Guan Nga Lam, F. 4C Tso Yan Yi
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Q: Why did you study in the UK?

A: | did my bachelor degree and teacher
training in Hong Kong. When | first
started working at Ming Yin, | had
decided that | needed a master degree
to enrich my professional knowledge.
That's why | applied for a one-year no-

pay leave. Since I am an English teacher,

LihanksyoulforDr Leejsifulllsupport!

(From left to right) F. 4A Chen Ming Kin, F. 4C Li Ka Ho, F. 4C Lo Tin Lok, F. 4D Chan Nga Ki,
F. 4A Li Yin Wai, Dr Lee, F. 5B Lee Sze Yuen

the UK is naturally my first choice. Apart
from this, a full-time master degree in
other English-speaking countries like
the USA and Canada takes 2 years to

complete. However, those in the UK
only take one year, which is suitable for

Photo credits: F. 5C Cheung Kit Sham Esther, F. 5C Koo Wing Shan

me.




Q: What are the main differences between

living in the UK and Hong Kong?

In terms of the language, most people in
Hong Kong speak Cantonese. However,
in London, there are a lot of people
from other places who were not born
and raised in the UK. Therefore, English
has become a common language for
everyone to communicate.

Talking about the system, the
infrastructure in the UK and Hong Kong
is similar. When | first arrived in the UK,
| took a selfie on the bus and sent it to
my friends. They asked me why | took a
photo in HK and sent it to them!

: What were your biggest challenges
while studying in the UK?

Since | was doing a master degree, |
needed to complete a dissertation.
Before writing it, | needed to draft
the topic, consult my supervisor, and
send the questionnaire back to Hong
Kong to collect data and analyse the
survey results. Also, | needed to make
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references to many books. It took me
months to finish.

Another biggest challenge while
studying in the UK was that | needed
to work with coursemates from
different cultural backgrounds. They
all had different knowledge on English
teaching. Local students generally
took more initiative and asked more
questions.

In my daily life, although | had been
learning English in Hong Kong for more
than 10 years, | couldn’t fully understand
what people were saying on the
street in the first few weeks. | noticed
that the daily use of English is quite
different from the English we learned in
textbooks.

Could you share some interesting
stories that happened in the UK?

There are two interesting stories that
happened in the UK. The first story is
about names. My English name is Heidi
but students from other East Asian

countries like Japan and Korea did not
have an English first name. Therefore,
my coursemates just called me ‘Ho
Kar’ instead of ‘Heidi’ and they were
very puzzled when | told them that
they couldn’t find ‘Heidi’ on my official
documents. Another story is about living
at the university dormitory with three
flatmates from different countries. My
flatmates were taking different post-
graduate courses and we had different
lifestyles but they were all easy to get
along with. We hung out regularly on
weekends. | took them to Chinatown
to yum cha and we cooked together in

the pantry quite often. | treasure this

A:
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relationship very much.

Are there any festivals you find interesting?
Also, could you recommend some must-
see attractions in the UK?

In the UK, there is ‘Guy Fawkes Day’
(held on 5th November), which | find
interesting. It was about a man called
Guy Fawkes, who was trying to burn
the House of Parliament. People mostly
celebrate it by putting on fireworks and
having carnivals. It is quite memorable
for me because we don’t celebrate Guy
Fawkes Day in Hong Kong.

| joined a programme called ‘Host UK’
that year, which provided overseas

Ms Wong with her flatmates from Malaysia, Canada and Germany (left to right)




students a chance to stay with a host
family. This was a very nice experience
because the hosts were friendly and |
spent a British-style weekend at their
place in a small town called Dulverton.

In London, there are a lot of world-
famous museums, most of which are
free. However, my personal favourite is
the Victoria & Albert Museum (the V&A).
It is a famous museum of design and its
exhibits are exquisite.

One of my favourites about London
is musicals. There are a lot of small

theatres in a district of London called
West End. They offer student discounts

MsiWonglenjoying‘the'breathtaking view at the Lake District.

as low as several pounds, which are
very cheap compared to those in Hong
Kong. Additionally, as the size of the
performing venue is so small, it feels
very intimate like you can literally touch
the actors. That's why | grabbed the
opportunity to watch quite a number of

musicals.

| especially love the natural scenery of
the UK and | would recommend an area
called the Lake District. The spectacular
landscape inspired the renowned writer
Beatrix Potter to create works like ‘The
Tale of Peter Rabbit'. It is a very beautiful
area that | would love to visit again.

: What have you learnt from studying

in the UK? Do you have any advice
for students interested in studying
overseas?

When you visit a foreign place, surprisingly,
you will know more about yourself and your
hometown. Everyone is similar and speaks
the same language in your hometown. You
can't tell how things are done. The distance
has given me perspectives so | know more
about myself and also Hong Kong as well.

Planning is important too. It took me a
few years to save money and plan which
year to take my master degree and
which course was the best for me.

Also, you need to keep an open mind
because people and things can be quite
different.
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Round Reading Room, Maughan Library,

King's College London

Q: Who would you like to thank?

A:

| would like to thank my parents and
my younger sister for their support. But
there is a person who | would like to
thank —the former principal Mr Chan Siu
Choy. | had only worked for 2 years at
Ming Yin when | applied for the no-paid
leave to go overseas. In fact, he could
have turned my request down. However,
he encouraged me and kept my teaching
post so | did not need to worry about job
hunting afterwards. Therefore, | would
like to express my gratitude to him.
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